
COVID-19 AND THE POLICE



You can ask questions – what grounds you’ve been

You can record the search or ask a passer-by to

        

They must give you a receipt   

A: Break up gatherings 

The only exceptions are if those people live together,

NEW POLICING POWERS HAVE
BEEN INTRODUCED IN

EMERGENCY LEGISLATION
BROUGHT IN TO TACKLE COVID-19. 

THE NEW LEGISLATION DOES NOT CHANGE POLICE’S EXISTING
STOP AND SEARCH POWERS OR YOUR RIGHTS DURING A SEARCH

2.    POLICE HAVE NEW POWERS TO TAKE NECESSARY ACTION TO
RESTRICT PUBLIC GATHERINGS OR PEOPLE LEAVING THEIR HOMES

1 National Police Chiefs' Council and College of Policing. 2020. COVID-19 - Policing brief in response to Coronavirus Government Legislation. P. 5.

Download the Y-Stop app to have a guide to
these rights in your pocket at all times.

Y-Stop app for iOS here

Y-Stop app for Android here

The app has record function where users can
record any police encounters that they

might be concerned about. 

https://y-stop.org/about
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/y-stop/id1022980078?mt=8
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=org.ystop.uk&hl=en_GB


B: People leaving their homes without ‘reasonable excuse’

Police have the power to direct someone (including children)
 

      
Police can issue on the spot fines for non-compliance if 

Police cannot issue fines to children under 18 years old; however, parents or
guardians can be fined if they do not ensure their children comply.

Be aware, police are able to “use reasonable
force” if necessary  to return a person home or to make arrests. 

Unless conducting a search or arrest, police should maintain
physical distance measures as much as is practicable.

The law that these new powers fall under is called The Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restrictions) (England) Regulations 2020:

3. Tell us or complain if anything feels wrong
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